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:['0 Be Sure “*Gam-
mer Gurton's Nee-

dle” Was Written
- Before Shake-
- speare Was Born,
- but It Is Quite at
: Home on Broad-
way
. By FRANK WARD O'MALLEY.

DI:\“U.\'D JIM BRADY, James

Brander Matthews, Mike Eol-

wyn, William Travers Jerome,
Winthrop Ames, Manny Chapelle —
these and others among Hroadway's
Arst night devotees of the history,
Philosophy and ethics of the drama
had better make a New Year's resolu-
floa to brush up in thelr studies, par-
ticularly in the matter of the history
#f the early English stage.

The sbaence of Jim Brady, Jim Mat-
thews, Mike Selwyn, Bl Jerome and
Whany and Manny from the slightly
baldheaded row of the I'rincess Thoea-

fre recently when the Siunrt Walker
Portmanteau Theatee pinyers first pro-
mented "Gammer Gurton's Needle" st
the Princess wasx more thun noticeahle,

1

|
|
|

It was deplorable, und it was all due |

2o a lack of knowledge on thelr purt of

Ahe elements of the history of the
drama In England.
* They stayed away from tha first

night of “Gammer Gurton's Needle"
slmply because they had fallen, hook,
line and sinker, for an advance story
abput the plece which had been shot
the length of Hroadwsy by some one
who undoubtedly was a jealous rival
of Max Elser and Husse!l Janney, who
are presenting the play ut the I'rincess
thess days und nights,

I
l

According to the Broadway know It |

both the Jims and Mike and Winny
and Manny and the rest away from
the first night performunce the plot of
“Gammer Gurton's Needlo” hud to do
with the sorrows which came o Gam-
mer Gurton when, early In the play, |
abe lost her hypodermic needle. * The
oM girl was a dope. 5o the I} informed
of Broadway heard and believed, and
the loss of her only hypo needle meant
that she had to struggle through the |
rest of the play with no way of shoot-
iag the coke Into her arm just above
her cuff clock.

*Too smeary with pathos for mine,”

boys around the Amen Carner of the
Friars Club Just hefore dinner on the
night of the opening. “Me for a good

. pleture show or something to-night,”

*Tou sald a pageful there- turn over,

_all who started the yarn which acared I

| how could she know anything about

\

Prof. Jim Matthews is reported to |
..bave sald in effect to the res of the

i

| days on the stage of the I'rincess, but
' not one of the hypo kind. The pro-

Jim.™ cried Mike Selwyn, who lke Jlm]-

Matthewn
drama.

lives and  lrosthes  the
“The way 1 feel this evening.

prof, means I must meet n couple of |

Jaughs to cheer me, Iow about a lit-
tle stewed tripe und a hunk of ple
right here In the grill and then setting
sall In a eouple of seagolnz hacks for
the Rialto Theatre? Even If the bill
§8 rotten Bam Rothapfel Is always a
#cream to me."”

"Atta boy, Mike' You've sure sald
something,"” vawned Prof Matthews
with an attempt at enthusiasm. “Hut
I feel 80 all in myself that Sam’'s gotta
#0 better than per usual to pull a
laugh out of yours ns ever, Jim Mat-
thews, What ho, walter! Wiring me

#sme groups of
mmothered onions.
man, hasten.”

stewed
Come,

tripe

other of those gloomy dope fHend plays

Old Gemmer Gurtan probably never that note of tender pathos which all

did ply the coke needle. There's no

more authority for sayving she didn’t | how our most utterly ultra grandmas of
than for saying she did: nevertheless ! to-day would kick and hite and holler
one may feel morally certiln thut she |t they, llke Gammer Gurton, lost the
. mewer even so much as heard
- kind of needle.
and the freshest freshman who attends [nnd grandma's .ronies of the slightly
lectures at |older dincing set dropping in at any
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INDIAN LIFE POR

NE of the fealures of the New | New York. The general plan of the |

f that
All one has to know —

Prof. Jim Matthews's
et

IROQUOIS

Capitol at Albany last Friday, in a
@eriea of Indian groupa illustrating the |
Me of the Indians who,once camped in
the morthern part of New York,

The museum, as it now stands, is in
ita scope the result of an enterprive
forwarded by John M, Finley, presi-

Museum, which

" dent of the University of the State of

| “Even 80, one nxks onesclf, “why all

| loss, From the way she cussed and hit

canother unauthorized speech

- and Mlke and the other gents here !
and |after a lot of unnecessary surmising
nmy good on the patt of the audience which the
| playwright might have
And thus it was that Mike and Jim | from the very first in a single line. |
and Manny Chapelle and Winny Ames | What
and the rest missed “Gummer Gurion's | needle to her dance music victrola.
Needle"—all bocauss they fell for the | ,The idea was laughable, but at the
vielous story that the plece was an- same time charmingly modern. And
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MEKAY MORRIS, as HODGE ; NANCY WINSTON as
TYB, ROBERT COOK a5 COCKE ard JUDITH
LOWRY @5 GAMMER GURTON.  sRulot J ivde

Columbia should know {t—is that moment assured that grandma will
‘Gammer Gurton's Needle" was about get out a few good snappy tango
the first English folk comedy produced dises and ad’ust the needle while
by the Jake Bhubert of his day, sald grandpa ratties up a few powders in
comedy having bwen written at least the cockimil shaker to cheer up the
four years before Shakespeares was boys and girls during the impromptu
born, or some time around 1660, Ro dancing party.

tiammer Gurion could not slang
things and nct up generally with the
versatility, perhaps, of the modern
members  of what corresponds (o
Gammer's older dancing set. Max E sor
aml Russ Janney found It necessary,
In fact, to tone down only a few of the
cuss words in the origina! of the an-
clent comedy, Hut suppose the actual
langunge that a dancing grandma of
to-day lets loose when she loses the |
on's needle In the household were to
be taken down stenographically, and
then  suppose a  playwright — the
Thomas bhoys, Cus and Al say., or!
Genas Walter or Gus McHugh—were
to try to reproduce the language on |
the stage only slightly toned down: |
Oh, boy!

Supposing the costuming of “Cam-
mer Gurton's Needle” is historically |
correct (and it must be, becauss O1q
Max Elser and Young Itussell Janney
only recently wers completely edu-
cated at dear old Cornell and there- |
fore couldn't possibly be misinformed
about anything), then Gapmer wan
somewhat more prudiah in the matter |
of dress than her sisters of the mame
age wre to-day. All the other girls In
the sixtecnth century show wear, as
{do so many of the grandmas of to-
day, skirts just long enough to keep
their Kneem warm, but Gammer s/
dressed right down to the msoles.

Perhaps there's a reamon for this,
which Gammer wishes to conceal from |
the Princess Theatre audiences. Maybe | Manhattan of to-day, there {sn't a
she haa two reasons, single mail box the whole length of

Be thut as it may, the ancient|the street. Also the first girl who
comedy hasn’t proceeded many mine | comea into view is a blonde. And she
utes before one is antonished to learn | wpeaks the Hroadway tongue:
| how much the stage comedy of the “If Gammeh heah not some comfoht,
' mixteenth century in like the Broad- she saveth she Is but dead
way comedy of to-day—or how much | Shall neveh come within huli lips one
the present day Broadway comedy re- inch of meat noh bread'"
| semblen the old stuff, put It any way | Furthermore, to pursue the points
you choome, of resemblance betweon the old daya

The curtaln rises, for instance, to | and these most of the long speeches in
disclose qa scena that represents the | “Gammer Gurton's Needle' aro deliv-
Main street of an Engliah town of the | ered by the female characters. Woman
long ago, yet it might be Manhattan's | gpeaks the first word In the play, and  The further fact that a largs part
Broadway. To take but one item that| would have the last word also if it 'of the Muin street of Merrie Old Eng-
makes for the resemblance to thclwn‘ not that the playwright chases all | land depicted in “Gammer Gurton's

TRAYED

At the entrmance to the Iroquols
museum halls has been carried oul‘isrcuu “The Bun Worshippers" are

=

hypo needles?

She was n modern, astonishingly mo,
in many ways., In fact [t was the sur-
prising modernity of some of the lines
and situations of a comedy written be-
forn Shakespeare was born  that
prompted me while watching the play
in the Princess a fow afterngons ago
to tum out this more or lesa technical
paper on that phase of the plece. But
coke needles—one laughs:

Gammer Gurton docs Jose a needle
every afternoon and evening these

gramme doesn't go into a detailed de-
scription of the needle ahe losey and
nelther do the lines of the play de-
scribe it In so many words,

Ome learns early, however, that it
wan the only needle In the house.

the fuss over the loss of & nexdle?”
For If ever nan aged dams put up &
holler over the loss of something It
wias Gammer when she learned of her

and scratched and raided a hullubaldo
genemally one might have thought that
she was long on war bride stccks and
that Becrelary Lansing had just made
to the

newspaper boys.
And then In a flash all was clear—

the girls off the stage just before the
final curtain, leaving the street to mere

made plaln |

man. Whereupon once the girls have
left the man begins to talk roughly
bt thelr past performances, which
is Broadway to the life

And at the very last moment one
actow 14 left on the streect nnd he stunds
around talking about himself, After
that touch anybody who knows his
Broadway expects any minute to see i
Furty-eevond  street  crossfown  rcar
glide out of the wings and cross Main
strect, England,

grandma had lost was the

there was in the situation, too, just

good comedy should have, Only fancy

]

ly neadle In the house; and llkely
i* not & bunch of the modern grandpa

IN NEW ST

of this group—each background s bY Caspar Meyer and partly by Henrl

during the past year by the execution | displayed. A warrior stands on tiptoe | Afty-five feet long and sixteen feet high archand. The latter artist is also
of the contract for remodelllng the | at fhe edge of the water, his face up- | —of placing the figures and of setting | '%ibla for the modelled figures
F i with portrait busts In the Mohawk |

west mezsanine and the construction | lifted to the sun, hisnarms outstretched,
of the nlcoves for the Iroquols groups. | his whole frame tense as If trying to
Here in where the disastrous Capitol | Lt itself i earnest supplication, He-
fire of 1911 did fte greatest damage to ' fore him s a fire of wood chips from
the museum. The lroquols exhibit §s ! which rises a single coll of smoke. He-
a memorial to & former Governor of hind him stand his sqhiaw and his
the Sfate, Myron H. Clark.

the accessories was dons by David C.
Lithgow. The planning of the groups
! has been the work of the State archoe!.
(ogint, Mr. Tarker. whose |ntimate
knowledge of the New York Indiaus
| 18 an assurance of the ethnological ae-  Wllside overlooking Canandiodgon Lake
| curacy of the representntionse. The hu= 1o which le veflected Tare LN In the
youthful son, bow in hand. The work of | man figures, which are with few ex- distuni In tha centra squaws are

| Broup.

Another scens I8 the camp of the
Sencca hunters.  This s the first
group in the habitat serles and repre-

Bents o Bepecn famliy encaiped on a

ATE

providing the large background acenery | ceptions 1ife casts, were made partly | tolllng arduously, on the left 48 & shack | University of the Stite of New York

TE THE SAME IN THE OL

Clearing Up a Misunderstanding and Discovering Some
Most Remarkable Likenesses Between Sixteenth Century
Play, Players and Playwrights and Those of To-day

Needle" Is occupled by a gin mill also
helps along the fesl of modernity.
Then, too, one (s soon made to realize
that much of the plot and stage buni-
ness ls concerned with a chicken, Why
does & chicken cross the street? they
anked then as now. In “Oammer
Gurton's Needle" the chicken |s sup-
| powed to have cromsed the street to
enter the gilded gin mill. Recently on
the stage of the New Amsterdam
Theatre the question, "Why does n
| chicken cross the street?" was asked,
'and the answer was, "To get Into Flo
| Ziegfeld's ofMce.” In other words,
| what I»s wan,

“l am not glad Lo see her In this
| dump,”’ says the Hodge of "Gammer
| Gurton's Needle,” looking regreifully
the whila toward the Inviting door of
Dame Chat's place of business Into
| which the chicken |a supposed to have
| dirappeared. Now there's & line that

| might have been clipped bodily from

any copy of the ante-midnight ten cent
edition of the Morning Telegraph,
Finally in the matter of rhymes
“Gammer Curton's Needie” might
havé heen written by none other than
Irving Berlin himsell. To be fair to
Poet Berlin it should be mald that
| when he wrote "Watch Your Step,” to
take but one of the Broadway poel's
masterpleces a8 an example, he did go
to the trouble of getting a good rhyme

o ®
=2

colovodubo e (23
.{E;a:cronv KELLY ar DR.RAT, £
3 THE CURATE and FLORENCE ¢

WOLLERSEN, @r DAME CHAT, #z o
VGAMMER GURTONS -
$ NEEDLE " f STUART WALKER
$ PORTMANTEAU THEATRE,

-
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jfor tha word “Alda" He rhymed
“Alda” with “sweeter,” “honey” with
“Fauny” and “roundelay” with “Mike
Donlin  thus preserving as much
rhyme um the poot and Broadway con-
sidered necessary for practionl pur-
pHrses,

Hut the ancient and unknown au-
thor of “CGammer Gurton’'s Needls”
was the father and mother of all the
murical vomedy rhymsters of Main
strect, Manhattan. Quita in the man-
rer of him followers of to-day he
rhymed “neecdle”
with “fortnight.,” “fashion” with “ron-
stellntion” “mecurity”™ with “plandity.”
“disorder” with “murder”

USEUM

and skins are deying In the =un, In
the background near the bank of the
ke an Indian stands shicoting an ar-
rosw,

The return of the warriora (s de-
picted in another group. In the bnek-
Broutd e the Mobawhk Valley ot Spra-
kers, The Indlans hepe are 1o the war
costumes of the Mobawk Natlon,

By virtue of the united action «f th
ITroquols League in oouncil sussenib!sl
at the State Capitol, June &8, 180K, the

with “wenl'” “hroke" |

with “neat,” although it's just possible
that back In 15660 the merry villagers
did pronounce neat as if it were nate,

Which further guggests modern
Broadway. Most of the walters in Tom
Healy's and Shanley’s pronounce It
“nate.” Also—but the similarities be-
tween the sthge of the old days and
to-day crop up so often In “Gammer
Gurton's Needle” thut the cont of white
| paper makes it Impossible to list them
lall here, Wherefore the only way to
| get them all s, hx Max Elser and Russ
| Janney will agree, to go to the Princess
Theatre (matinee and night perform-
unces every day this week, tolephons
' Bryant something or other, so Max
and Russ, who have bheen hanging
around my typewriter while this effort
ix In the making, have just whispered)
and see “Gammer Gurion's Needle”
for yourseif,

You'll find it some place on a bill

|that also includes "The Rirthday o
the Infanta” and “King Argimones ang
the Unknown Warrlor." The authey,
rhip of “Gammer Gurton's Neegle
| may be In dispute, but the name of fh,
lnuthor of "King Argimencs &,

| &c., never will be forgotten, Mux

Russ merely say now on their Princsey
Theatre programmes that Lord Dyy,
sany s the muthor of the “King
Argimenes,” &c., &c., &c., &c., plocs, by
as soOn as they are able to get :
theatre with a wider frontage they'n
going to =pell hizs lordship's name an
along the block in electric lights, thy,'
“Playing Now! 'King Argimenes apg
the Unknown Warrior,' by John Edge
Moreton Willlam Drax Plunkett, Eigh.
eenth Baron Dunsany.” The clectry
Light bllls will ralse the deuce with (hy
profits, but what care Max FElser ang
Rua¥s Janney? You can't discourugy
thesw young collegers. ;

—

Stories of

! HIZ most honored man in one
; I of the old fashioned combina-
| tion theatres, as they used to

be called In this eity, sat in an extra
orchestrn chalr which was kept for
!hlrn wlone, In the Grand Opern House,
when It played all the successes hich
had bean seen nt other and more #x-
pensive theatres, mpny of the audience
attended ench Baturdey matines just
nu regularly ax the subscribers to the
seals at the Metrapolitan Opera House
lru'c- to he seen in their places, In
thoxe duys It was customary to reserve
| the same seats for these matinee goers
every Buturday, -
Of slluhiese matinoe goers the prond-

the Town

which have had their effect on every
New Yorker, '

“What the milk strike did for avery
man,”" sald a dweller in an uptown
hotel, “you can appreciate the firs
thing in the morning. 1= there a gl
hotel In this city whith has not re.
duced the =upply of mik and cream
which it used to serve with brealfasm
T don't care what the cost of the foo] ¥
may be or wher® one may get It,

“There has been ug much of a dif.
ference everywhere as thera was in
the guick lunch rooms which cut the
size of their glasses in two the day
after the price of milk wWas ralsed. Of
course, the amount which used 1o e
worved will never be restored what.
ever may happen,

“Then travel on the Brondway ears
#ince the etrike. Laslt night (it ek

| est was the fut man who had the com-

thirty-five minutes to go from Fifty.
sixth streel to Forly-second. This in.

| fortuble sensation of oceupying & place | credible length of time was dus ta the
| twice an Inrge as that of any one else | Ignorance of the new men who trisd

in the audience, This seat was made
by removing two orchestra stalls on
the wisle for this performance and |
putting in their place the large arm- |
chair. Thix luxurious manner of en-
Joying the matinee continued so long
asx the regulae patron lived,

Just now there s 0 well known first
nighter who enjoys u like privilege at
wome of the ity theatres, He (8 never
compelled to struggle With the crowd
for hig cout when the performanee |s
over. Just as the curtain Is falling—
experience hos enntled them to gnuge
the matter very accurateiyv—iwo ush-
ers rush down the aisle bearing his
overcout and walking =tick. Ag the
rest of the suwdlepee are starting ont
in search of thelr wriaps the two ush-
ors calmiy holp the fortunate spoctator
on with his coat.  However enviously
others mmy glunes at him this same
courtesy s eatended to no other first

| mighter,

A handsong SN K anerr Ia the
first Hush «f 8 th =t I 6n tijtuwn
reEtnurant tha ot ber day With her at

Tunich was her hinsbuoad, by name Count
Minuotte, The woman wis none othor
than Agnes Sormi, the famous notress

Who some years ake made a RIVALEE are Kept open until midnight. 11 i
sievess at the Ieving Plaes Theatve | (e jutter that men are emploved i
than any other Geeman activss Who gegne that they may be able tn den)”
B ever pliiyed they with the crowds that come in the eve.
She wan then ot the zenith of Wer pine
popularity smd fame in Berlin, and
there she played for o long time after Tiny reindeer trotting forever the
her return.  Her last notable s0coess | cnaw fir Santa Clanses cllmbing nver
wits 1n Max Reinhoedt's mvival of the roof, lghts glowing invitingly
“Ghents" at the Kammerspiele In Ber« | feam farmhouse  windows - all thess
lin. Hoon aftreward she mwtired from | and smilar meatis of decorating the
the stage and speat lier tme at hWer| private Christmas eards, which wer
lome in Berlin and in travel, more numerous this yvear than #or
Her son s mureied to the daughter | patore, were eclipsed by the styvle
of a Chicago family. The Countese which threatens to dominate this fieid
Minotto presceves much of her former | gltogether 1w X1 ssason
uppedrance prl o muanner, She aeted Nothing 4 o much in the m
here on her Hrst visit with Dhireetor  gn the coit of arms printed alwien $he
Chlstinns of the Irving Place Thestre, | imno neement of the Choistmas groe
and e was anxions 1o hikve her ap- o

a e there for a few performances
But the nctress has left the stage for-
ever und will not be tempted to eturn,

FEvery etrike, In whatever way it
may ha seitled, 1s sure te leave fts
i mark on the comfort of the pullic

RECENTL

becime the official custsdian of the
Mistarie svampiims of the Five and Six
Nations,  Since the receipt of theue
records they have lwon Kept inon xafe-
ty deposit vanlt unti]l proper provision

coulid b made for their exhibition) They
are nuw displayed in o st B Chse in
Lhe Wes Tnermay swith labwels exnlan
oy of thelr slgniticanee Pl are
nineteens of these helt=, amons them

some of thie Lorgest size aud meost clinh-

vrate workmanship and of fundamen-

|
for not the women hesd heen or

¥

to shunt the cars at Fiftieth street,
None of them could de it properly and
most of the delay came thers.

"Every New Yorker has coms 1n
learn that each strike Lus its perma.
nent consequences.’

A concern of thix city which distrb.
utes Ita shops and lts sweets over all
of Manhattun Island and & considerabla
part of the outlying districts hae ip
recent months given its patrons some.
thing to think about. In some of (s
numerous brinches there were the
usual young women ta walt on the
crowding and thirsty customers, At
others there wers voung men.

Ho roon as It seemed clear that the
girls had been supplanted by the voung
men the next shop of the snme come
pany exhibited a row of smiling voung
woitien., The mystery of the changes
seemed bevond  solution.,
sl was not foo shy

tine hirave
ler sk whnther
wore
an the point of being supplanted by the
Yoling met.

It wis thien tliat the mystery an t
why some of the shops in this it
Liad mirls behind the counters and 1hs
others hind men was explained,
ulf the shops close at 6 o'clock, Cihors

Rome

Ing. conrsn 1t is preforalos v,
ane's own crest, Lut 1hi= guitter s
he readily adfusted, as thers (o not o
name for which the stationer s nos
’ul-tr to find a corresponding examjils
of heraldry, It is only {mportan' o
remember until next season t tme
portant fact that the crest is the m ¢

and “plate” The present winter has prodaced two | for & Christmas card.

tal signifcance to the Troquais Cose
I sy,

An extenstive array of culin
of the New York Indt
complete, the hall o
BAVOL CANOHR
Eitlonm  have
vear

The Charies
exhilit of sllbla
In aleo it
I'rof. Charles
State etanist

Bome Importar
Leen made durnt
H, 1"
weal
of ti t
I, 1'eci
of New )
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